CHAPTER   II
WHAT IS THE EMPIRE ?
Does its defence mean defence of the right to exploit
subject peoples or provinces? If so our youngsters will
not die on its behalf. The retention of old words, though
the conditions they describe have long since passedj tends
badly to distort our thought. The process of 'de-imperial-
isation'. What is its economic interpretation? Shall we
redistribute imperialism, or end it? A note on the influ-
ence of monarchy in this process of 'de-imperialisation'.
rpHE question just indicated, whether that is an
J. indifference to 'imperial security', is not a matter
for rejoicing, is naturally the very first question which
this present writer, who has opposed imperialism all
his life, put to himself in connection with the change
of attitude we are discussing. When we see the
Germanophobes of yesterday, those who but a few
years since were criticising the Versailles Treaty as
too lenient to Germany and were applauding
France for the invasion of the Ruhr, to-day urging
an alliance with Germany; when we find the fiercest
British nationalists and imperialists (e.g. the British
Union of Fascists) urging the return of colonies to
Germany, are we not witnessing the disappearance of
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